HISTORY COMES ALIVE AT THE ASA WATERS MANSION « AUGUST 7-9, 2026 » MILLBURY, MASSACHUSETTS

Public Spectator Program

A THREE-DAY CIVIL WAR LIVING HISTORY EXPERIENCE

WELCOME

Welcome to History Comes Alive — a three-day Civil War living history event on the grounds of the Asa
Waters Mansion, one of the Blackstone Valley’s most storied historic landmarks. Presented in celebration
of the Mansion’s 200th Anniversary and the 250th Anniversary of the United States, this weekend brings
together historians, reenactors, and the community for an immersive, hands-on encounter with Civil War-

era life.

Over the course of the weekend, you will find authentic military encampments, live infantry and artillery
demonstrations, period civilian life presentations inside the Mansion, a guided Candlelight Tour, lectures
by Civil War historians, local farm vendors, and two live battle reenactments. Most programming is free

and open to the public.

AT A GLANCE
Event Locations Hours & Admission
Primary Site: Asa Waters Mansion Friday, Aug 7: Candlelight Tour — ticketed, 6:30
123 Elm Street, Millbury, MA 01527 PM
Battle Site (Sat & Sun): Stowe Farm Saturday, Aug 8: Gates open 9:00 AM-5:00 PM
15 Stowe Road, Millbury, MA 01527 Sunday, Aug 9: Gates open 9:00 AM-1:00 PM
Phone: 508-865-0855 General Admission: FREE (most programming)
Website: asawaters.org Ticketed events: Candlelight Tour, Afternoon Tea,

Gala & Cotillion (see details below)

ACCESSIBILITY

Accessible parking for public visitors is available in the Mansion parking lot off School Street.
Contact the Mansion at 508-865-0855 with any accessibility questions.

The event proceeds rain or shine. Some programs may be modified if weather creates a safety
concern.
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 7 — CANDLELIGHT MANSION TOUR

Friday is primarily a reenactor arrival and setup day — the Mansion grounds are not open to the general
public during the daytime. The evening Candlelight Mansion Tour is the one ticketed public event of the
weekend and is a rare opportunity to experience the historic interior of the Asa Waters Mansion by

candlelight, with period interpreters stationed throughout the rooms.

6:30 PM Candlelight Mansion Tour Opens
Staggered group departures (every 15 minutes throughout the evening)
Period interpreters in every room — domestic life, military correspondence, period
medicine, music, and more
Arms Room preview on the second floor (static display; no public handling)
Tour groups conclude in the Banquet Tent
TICKETED — advance purchase recommended; gate sales available if not sold out

6:30 PM Cash Cocktail Reception
Banquet Tent — opens concurrently with the first tour departure
Live music: Shades of Grey
Open to Candlelight Tour ticket holders; reception continues until approximately
10:00 PM
Cash bar

TICKETS

Candlelight Tour tickets: Available in advance through the Asa Waters Mansion.
Contact: 508-865-0855 or visit asawaters.org

Gate sales available on the evening of the event, if not sold out in advance.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 — FULL PUBLIC DAY — MANSION GROUNDS + BATTLE AT
STOWE FARM

Saturday is the primary public day. Programming runs all day across the Mansion grounds — military
camps, period civilian demonstrations, lectures, and more. All events listed below are FREE unless noted.

The afternoon battle takes place off-site at Stowe Farm (see details on following page).
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9:00 AM Gates Open — Military Camps & Mansion Open to Public
Union and Confederate encampments open for exploration
Ongoing stations open throughout the day (see ‘What to See’ section)

9:00 AM Dress Parade & Company Drill
Authentic military ceremony on the Mansion grounds
Spectators welcome — open to all

10:30-11:30 AM  “Buttons, Books, and Battles: Growing Up in the 1860s”
Front Lawn - Tori Connell (15th MA / 4th AL)
A program for families — what was childhood like during the Civil War era?

10:30 AM- Military Demonstration Block (Concurrent)

12:00 PM Bayonet Drill — 4th Alabama Co. B and 12th Georgia Co. F
How to Crew a Mountain Howitzer — Morton’s Battery / Richmond Howitzers
Life of a Cavalryman: equipment, tactics, daily routine — 35th Virginia Co. A
“The Voice of the Regiment: Fife, Drum, and Battlefield Command” — Sue & Ron
Glidden, NEB Musicians

10:30 AM- Lecture Block — Banquet Tent

12:30 PM “Two Flags, One Honest Question: The 15th MA and the 4th AL — Why They Fought,
What They Believed, and What We Get Wrong” - Col. Thomas Connell, History
Researcher & Independent Scholar
Second lecture - Col. Todd Bryda, Professor of History, CT State Community College,
Northwestern (topic TBA)
Open to all; seating in the Banquet Tent

11:30 AM-2:00 Demonstration Block II — Civilian & Mansion Programs (Concurrent)

PM “Dressing Under Duress” — Challenges civilians faced obtaining fabric and clothing
during the war (Marie Porteus, What Remains) - Ballroom, 11:30 AM-12:30 PM
Period Croquet on the Front Lawn (civilian reenactors — staffing dependent)

11:30 AM-2:00  Afternoon Tea on the Veranda
PM TICKETED / Limited seating — tickets through the Mansion; gate sales if available
Period-style afternoon tea on the Mansion veranda

2:00-3:00 PM  Christian Commission Talk & Old-Fashioned Tent Revival
Banquet Tent - Presenters: Robert and Wendy Benedict, “What Remains”
Open to the public — all are welcome

3:00 PM Saturday Battle — Stowe Farm
15 Stowe Road, Millbury (off-site — see Stowe Farm section below)
Live-narrated Civil War battle reenactment with infantry and artillery
Narrator: Confederate Maj. Tim Perkins

4:30-5:00 PM Post-Battle Interpretation — Mansion Grounds
Reenactors return and are available for informal conversation and questions
Gates close at 5:00 PM
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Saturday Evening — Ticketed Events

6:00 PM Officers’ Truce & Civilian Gala — Banquet Tent
TICKETED — Invitation-based; gate sales if available
A period formal dinner and social evening with Union and Confederate officers and
civilian guests
Formal period attire encouraged

8:30 PM Cotillion — Banquet Tent
TICKETED — Gate sales if available
Period dancing; all skill levels welcome

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 — FULL PUBLIC DAY — MANSION GROUNDS + CLOSING BATTLE
AT STOWE FARM

Sunday follows the same rhythm as Saturday morning, with full camps and demonstrations open across
the grounds. Public programming closes at 1:00 PM when the military departs for the closing battle at

Stowe Farm.

9:00 AM Gates Open — Military Camps & Mansion Open to Public

9:00 AM Dress Parade & Company Drill
Authentic military ceremony — spectators welcome

10:00 AM Church Call — Banquet Tent or Ballroom
Period-appropriate Sunday service per Union and Confederate Army Regulations
Presided by Regimental Chaplain Col. Thomas Connell
Open to all reenactors and the public

~10:45 AM Ongoing Demonstrations Resume
All demonstration stations continue through approximately 12:15 PM
See ‘What to See’ section for full list of stations

11:00 AM Load & Fire Competition
Musket loading speed and accuracy competition among the infantry companies
Open for spectators to watch

11:45 AM “Buttons, Books, and Battles: Growing Up in the 1860s”
Front Lawn - Tori Connell — family-focused program (Sunday repeat)

1:00 PM Public Gates Close
Military departs for Stowe Farm — battle begins at 2:00 PM
Civilian camp continues breakdown during battle window

2:00 PM Closing Battle — Stowe Farm
15 Stowe Road, Millbury (off-site — see Stowe Farm section below)
Narrated Civil War battle reenactment with infantry and artillery
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WHAT TO SEE — ONGOING DEMONSTRATIONS

These stations are open throughout the day on both Saturday and Sunday and run concurrently — there is

no set order. Wander freely and follow what interests you.

Location What You'll See

First Floor — Parlor U.S. Sanitary Commission — period public health
and soldier welfare

First Floor — Ballroom Surgeon’s Field Hospital — period medical
demonstration (also serves as the actual on-site
aid station)

Second Floor — Arms Room Static arms display and period interpretation (no
public handling)

Gazebo Ladies Aid Society — domestic wartime civilian
life

Confederate Camp Period blacksmithing demonstration (Forge Pond

General Blacksmith, Westminster, MA)

Military Camps Open Union and Confederate camps — infantry,
artillery, and cavalry; talk with reenactors and
explore equipment

VENDORS & SUTLERS
Local farm vendors and a Civil War-era sutler will be set up on the grounds both Saturday and Sunday.
¢ Barrett Hill Farm — Mason, NH

* Big Bear Trading Company — Civil War period sutler (small souvenirs to uniforms, swords, and

period goods)
» Forge Pond General Blacksmith — Westminster, MA

THE BATTLE AT STOWE FARM
Both the Saturday and Sunday battles take place at Stowe Farm, 15 Stowe Road, Millbury — a separate

property from the Mansion grounds. The battles feature narrated infantry and artillery engagements with

60-100 reenactors representing Union and Confederate forces.
Saturday Battle: 3:00 PM - Stowe Farm, 15 Stowe Road, Millbury, MA 01527

Sunday Battle: 2:00 PM - Stowe Farm, 15 Stowe Road, Millbury, MA 01527
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IMPORTANT — STOWE FARM SPECTATOR DETAILS

Directions, parking, and admission details for Stowe Farm are being finalized and will be
published at asawaters.org and through the Mansion’s social media channels before the event.

There is a $5.00 per-car admission fee at Stowe Farm.

Please check asawaters.org or call 508-865-0855 for confirmed details before attending the
battle.

GETTING HERE & PARKING
Asa Waters Mansion: 123 Elm Street, Millbury, MA 01527

Spectator parking on the Mansion grounds and nearby areas is being finalized. Confirmed parking details
— including location, capacity, and any overflow areas — will be published at asawaters.org before the

event. Check the website or call 508-865-0855 for the latest information.
Accessible Parking: Mansion parking lot off School Street.

Accessible parking for public visitors is in the Mansion lot off School Street. Contact 508-865-0855 with

any accessibility questions.
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GOOD TO KNOW

Safety & Grounds

Planning Your Visit

Artillery and musket demonstrations involve live
black powder and loud report. A safety perimeter
will be maintained around all firing
demonstrations.

Weapons in the Arms Room are static displays. No
public handling.

The Mansion Ballroom serves simultaneously as a
period Field Hospital demonstration and an actual
on-site aid station. Medical personnel will be
present throughout the weekend.

The event proceeds rain or shine. Some outdoor
programs may be modified in severe weather.

Demonstrations run concurrently across the
grounds — there is no single ‘main stage.’
Wandering freely is the intended experience.
Comfortable footwear recommended — the
grounds include grass, gravel, and uneven
surfaces.

Donations are gratefully accepted. Free will
donation boxes will be located at Information
Stations on the Mansion grounds.

All proceeds from the event benefit the Asa
Waters Mansion.

Questions? Reach the Mansion at 508-865-0855
or tparath@millburyma.gov

ABOUT THE EVENT

History Comes Alive is presented by the 15th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Company Reenacting
Society, the Liberty Greys Living History Association, and the Friends of the Asa Waters Mansion, in
celebration of the Mansion’s 200th Anniversary and the 250th Anniversary of the United States.

Reenactors are unpaid volunteers who contribute their time, resources, and event registration fees in

support of the Mansion and the community. All proceeds from History Comes Alive go directly to the Asa

Waters Mansion.

asawaters.org - 508-865-0855 - 123 Elm Street, Millbury, MA 01527
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