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Safety Regulations

As many units of the New England Brigade also serve in the U.S. Volunteers (http://www.usvolunteers.org/usv.html) for national events, the NEB will use the USV’s safety rules and regulations as our own.  With permission, a copy of this document is available on the NEB’s webpage (https://www.newenglandbrigade.com/) in the “Documents” section. The interpretation of these rules and regulations is the purview of the Military Commander.
All weapons (rifles, pistols, artillery pieces) will be inspected and in perfect working order before use in any demonstration.
During a demonstration, if a participant’s musket misfires, the corporation and its officers will remove the affected participant until the musket is deemed safe by the corporation’s designated officers.  If the weapon continues to misfire, the officers will require the weapon to be removed from the firing line.  The weapon will not be allowed back until inspected and passed by the NEB officers.
Artillery Safety is specifically addressed on our webpage in the “Documents” section.  All member artillery units will follow the artillery rules set forth under the Standard Living History Drill Manual.  The interpretation of these rules and regulations is the purview of the Military Commander in conjunction with the NEB’s designated Artillery Officer.  
Noncompliance with any safety rules will be grounds for disciplinary action which may include the removal from the corporation.




APPLICATION FOR UNIT MEMBERSHIP

New England Brigade, Inc.


Unit Name ________________________________________________________________

Unit Commander Contact:

            Name ______________________________________________________

            Street __________________________________________________________

            City /State ______________________________________________________

            Zip ____________________________    

Home Phone   ___ ___ _____                          Cell Phone   ___ ___ _____

Email Address __________________________________________________________

Website/Facebook __________________________________________________________

Unit Commander Signature 

___________________________________________________________________________


Roll: Officers _____ NCOs _____ Privates _____ Staff _____ Civilians _____ Total _____


(Please be sure to include your roster on the reverse side if this form) 


Unit Type: Infantry ___ Cavalry ___ Artillery ___ Civilian ___ 

Other (describe) ____


Unit Founding Date ____________





NEB sponsoring unit: 

Sponsoring Unit: ________________________________________________________

Sponsoring Unit Contact:

            Name ______________________________________________________

            Street __________________________________________________________

            City /State ______________________________________________________

            Zip ____________________________    

	Home Phone   ___ ___ _____                          Cell Phone   ___ ___ _____

	Email Address __________________________________________________________

Sponsoring Unit Signature 



Application Date ___________ 

Please return this completed form with $100.00 in initial dues.  The remainder will be based on how many members there are in your unit.

Make checks payable to “the New England Brigade, Inc.”

Mail to:
The New England Brigade, Inc.
P.O. Box 192
Northampton, MA 01061-0192



NEB Board Only:

Probation Started ___________ Accepted ___________ 


Approved Signature NEB Staff ______________________________________________

Elections
According to our By-laws, only directors may choose the officers of the corporation.  Directors oversee the management of the NEB as a corporation.  The officers manage the NEB at events and in its day-to-day operations.  Officers include the President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Military Commander, and Civilian Coordinator.  A member of the NEB may hold more than one officer position, but he/she may not hold more than one director position.  At the annual meeting, members will be asked to elect directors directly.  They will then be asked to elect directors/officers.  The “officer” part of the ballot is in effect a poll of the membership on the candidate and the position.  Once elected and following the conclusion of the annual meeting, the new Board will officially vote for the officers.  The Board’s vote will be based on the member poll.  If a member is elected to more than one officer position, that member will only receive one vote on the Board of Directors. 

As there is no proxy voting, military and civilian representatives must be present to vote.  Military members may not cast votes for civilian members of their unit.  








Miscellaneous
The Board is permitted to spend up to $500.00 without seeking prior permission from the membership. (12/9/19)
As a defining guideline, the corporation will not support successive events without a 2-week interval between supported events. (12/9/19)
The NEB will allocate $100.00 per year to the American Battlefield Trust in honor of all members who have passed away. (3/6/21)
Insurance Waivers – Any member unit that wishes to receive insurance waivers to cover its attendance at non-NEB events needs to seek such waivers individually from their insurance carrier.  The NEB will not extend its liability insurance to cover such requests. (3/6/21)  (Rescinded 1/2024)
Due to the rising cost of insurance, the NEB will now need to charge dues based on the number of members in each unit.  We will charge an initial $100.00 fee per unit before the annual meeting.  This will keep the member unit in good standing with voting privileges. After the annual meeting, when we have rosters (with names), the Board will assess whatever additional costs it will require per person/per unit to maintain our insurance and cover our other costs. (approved by membership (1/13/2024)
Phil DiMaria of Battery B 1st Rhode Island Light Artillery has agreed to function as inspector of artillery for NEB events.  Phil has been the NEB’s Artillery advisor for several years.  As it is a very technical aspect of our hobby, we have a need for artillery inspections when there are guns at events. Phil, or one of his designates will oversee inspecting all Union guns at all NEB events.  Hosts MUST give the NEB at least 2 weeks’ notice prior to an event where there will be artillery pieces present.  This will give us sufficient time to alert Phil.  Any guns that show up after that will NOT be the NEB’s responsibility but will be the responsibility of the host.  The hosts will assume ALL liability for the safety of those guns. (1/13/2024)
			A Statement on Civil War Reenacting

Civil War reenacting is about remembering the past, not the promotion of modern political agendas and beliefs.  The purpose of Civil War reenactments and living history displays is to bring to people the memory of a time when the United States nearly self-destructed.  Over 600,000 Americans died to settle their divisions.  Both sides, North and South, were Americans.  The results of the war included the destruction of slavery, the foundation of future civil rights for many in the 14th and 15th amendments, and a stronger, united country.  
 
Civil War reenactors are focused on remembering this divided time to remind all where such division can take us.  Reenactors hope more than anything that a living history display or a battle reenactment will spark an interest in a few of the thousands of people that view them each year, both young and old, to further research on the causes, experience, and consequences of the Civil War.  
 
Therefore, the flags and uniforms at a Civil War living history event or battle reenactment are being displayed in a mobile living history museum.  As with any museum, the purpose is to educate and inspire, and to encourage an appreciation of history. We are just trying to pull back the curtain of time for all to get a glimpse and a sense of a way of life long gone but not forgotten.
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